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      STARS                    GEMS 
 

REQUIRED BOOK:  Frindle  By Andrew Clements  
 

CHOICES: Choose 1 book from the following titles 
There’s A Boy In The Girls’ Bathroom (Fiction) By Louis 

Sachar 
Fifth grader Bradley Chalkers is bright, imaginative, antisocial and 
friendless. Unlike the kids at school, who hate him, Bradley's 
collection of chipped and broken little pottery animals allows him to 
be brave, smart and vulnerable; he uses them to resolve the 
rejection of peers and adults. Jeff, a new boy at school, offers 
friendship but then withdraws his offer, because Bradley is hard to 

like. Enter Carla Davis, new school counselor, who is caring and 
funny, and who gradually helps restore Bradley's self-confidence. 
Feelings and emotions are strongly evoked in this touching and 
serious story of a disturbed child that is infused with humor and 
insight. 
 

Janitor’s Boy (Fiction)  By Andrew Clements 
Ordinarily, no one would have imagined that Jack Rankin would 
vandalize a desk. But this was not an ordinary school year for Jack....  

When Jack Rankin learns that he is going to spend the fifth grade in 
the old high school — the building where his father works as a janitor 
— he dreads the start of school. Jack manages to get through the 

first month without the kids catching on. Then comes the disastrous 
day when one of his classmates loses his lunch all over the floor. 
John the janitor is called in to clean up, and he does the unthinkable 

— he turns to Jack with a big smile and says, "Hi, son."  
Jack performs an act of revenge and gets himself into a sticky 
situation. His punishment is to assist the janitor after school for three 

weeks. The work is tedious, not to mention humiliating. But there is 
one perk—janitors have access to keys, keys to secret places....  
In this novel by the author of Frindle, a boy's explorations lead to 

surprising new discoveries about himself and his father. 
 

Weasel (Fiction)  By Cynthia Defelice 
The name has haunted my sleep and made my awake hours uneasy 
for as long as I can remember. Other children whisper that he is part 
man and part animal -- wild and blood-thirsty. But I know Weasel is 

real: a man, an Indian fighter the government sent to drive off the 
Indians -- to "remove them." Weasel has his own ideas about 
removal...  

Now that the Shawnees are dead or have left, Weasel has turned on 
the settlers. Like his namesake, the weasel, he hunts by night and 
sleeps by day, and he kills not because he is hungry, but for the 
sport of it...I know what I have to do. Weasel is out there. He could 
come here and hurt us. Maybe Pa can wait for the day when we'll 
have the law to take care of men like Weasel. But I can't... 
 

Wait Till Helen Comes (Mystery)  By Mary Downing Hahn 
Twelve-year-old Molly and her ten-year-old brother, Michael, have 
never liked their younger stepsister, Heather. Ever since their 
parents got married, she's made Molly and Michael's life miserable. 

Now their parents have moved them all to the country to live in a 
house that used to be a church, with a cemetery in the backyard. If 
that's not bad enough, Heather starts talking to a ghost named Helen 
and warning Molly and Michael that Helen is coming for them. Molly 
feels certain Heather is in some kind of danger, but every time she 
tries to help, Heather twists things around to get her into trouble. It 

seems as if things can't get any worse.  But they do—when Helen 
comes. 

Niagara Falls, or Does It? (Hank Zipzer Series #1) 

(Realistic Fiction)  By Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver  
For Hank, fourth grade does not start out on the right foot. First of 
all, he gets called to the principal's office on the very first day of 

school. Then the first assignment his teacher gives him is to write 
five paragraphs on "What You Did This Summer." Hank is terrified-
writing one good sentence is hard for him, so how in the world is he 

going to write five whole paragraphs? Hank comes up with a plan: 
instead of writing what he did on vacation, he'll show what he did. 
But when Hank's "living essay" becomes a living disaster, he finds 

himself in detention. Strangely enough, however, detention ends up 
becoming a turning point in his life. 
 

My Name is Brain Brian (Realistic Fiction)  By Jeanne 
Betancourt 
This "outstanding" (School Library Journal) book for children is the 
sensitive portrayal of a boy who struggles to hide his dyslexia from 

his friends. Based on the author's personal experience as a dyslexic, 
this novel is "drawn from real insight." Kirkus Reviews. 
 

The Mayor of Central Park  (Fiction)  By Avi 
Life is good for Oscar Westerwit. He's the mayor of Central Park -- 

the greatest place on earth for the squirrels, chipmunks, mice, and 
other animals who live there. He's the shortstop and manager of his 
baseball team. What could be bad?  

Plenty! Big Daddy Duds, jewel thief, all-around thug, and leader of 
rats, is about to take over the park. And when he does, the other 
animals who live there will be turned out of their homes. Everyone 

looks to Oscar to save the day, but he may not even be able to save 
himself. . . .  
 

Each Little Bird that Sings (Realistic Fiction)  By Deborah 
Wiles 
Ten-year-old Comfort Snowberger learns about life's surprises in this 
funny, poignant, and very Southern coming-of-age story in which she 
describes life in her family's funeral home.  Comfort is well 

acquainted with death since her family runs the funeral parlor in their 
small southern town, but even so the ten-year-old is unprepared for 
the series of heart-wrenching events that begins on the first day of 

Easter vacation with the sudden death of her beloved great-uncle 
Edisto.  
 

Shiloh (Fiction)  By Phyllis Reynolds Naylor  
Eleven-year-old Marty Preston loves to spend time up in the hills 

behind his home near Friendly, West Virginia. Sometimes he takes 
his .22 rifle to see what he can shoot, like some cans lined up on a 
rail fence. Other times he goes up early in the morning just to sit and 

watch the fox and deer. But one summer Sunday, Marty comes 
across something different on the road just past the old Shiloh 
schoolhouses—a young beagle—and the trouble begins. What do you 

do when a dog you suspect is being mistreated runs away and comes 
to you? When it is someone else's dog? When the man who owns him 
has a gun? This is Marty's problem, and he finds it is one he has to 

face alone. When his solution gets too big for him to handle, things 
become more frightening still. Marty puts his courage on the line, and 
discovers in the process that it is not always easy to separate right 

from wrong. Sometimes, however, you do almost anything to save a 
dog.  

 


